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WHAT BENEFITS WILL THESE PROPOSALS BRING TO COPELAND RESIDENTS?

The maintenance of the Council’s suite of Nuclear Position Statements enables Council officers 
and members to consistently represent the community’s interests when engaging with partners 
in the nuclear sector relating to developments that may affect Copeland and its residents.

WHY HAS THIS REPORT COME TO THE EXECUTIVE?

The Position Statements have been updated to reflect the Council’s perspective on a number of 
changes in the sector over the past 12 months, either where they affect/change the previously 
stated position, or where no position was previously stated.

This paper introduces the revised Nuclear Position Statements, which have been consulted on 
with the Council’s Strategic Nuclear & Energy Board (SNEB), for agreement by Executive.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

It is recommended that the Executive:

1. Agree the Nuclear Position Statements for adoption.

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. In recognition of the role that the nuclear sector plays in Copeland’s economy and 
community, since 2015 the Council has maintained a suite of Nuclear Position 
Statements. These Statements ensure that the Council’s interactions with the nuclear 
sector consistently reflect the Council’s agreed position on nuclear matters. 

1.2. The Nuclear & Energy team commits to reviewing these statements annually to ensure 
that they reflect developments in international and national policy, publication of new 
and updated strategies by key industry partners and changes locally since the last 
iteration of the statements



2. BACKGROUND

2.1. A review of the statements is justified by a number of developments in international 
and national policy, publication of new and updated strategies by key industry partners 
and changes locally since the last iteration of the statements.

2.2. The process was initiated in June with the consideration by SNEB members of a draft set 
of updated statements. Comments were incorporated and a consolidated set of 
statements presented to SNEB in August. A further workshop was held on 30th 
September to finalise the wording of a small number of the statements, particularly 
those relating to Geological Disposal of Radioactive Waste.

2.3. The finalised wording has been agreed by SNEB members and is reflected in the set of 
statements appended to this paper.

3. OVERVIEW OF PROPOSAL

3.1. A copy of the Nuclear Position Statements may be found at Appendix A.

3.2. It is requested that the Executive Committee agree the final wording of these 
statements.

4. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED

4.1. Do nothing: this would result in the Council’s Nuclear Position Statements being out of 
date as the statements would not take account of developments since the last revision 
in 2018.

5. STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS

5.1. Legal comments are: No legal issues arise from this report or draft nuclear position 
statement

5.2. The Monitoring Officer’s comments are: There are no imminent and/or direct legal 
implications arising from this annual update of the suite of statements – the purpose of 
the statements is to reflect domestic and international policy and to ensure the 
statements are fit for purpose.

5.3. The Section 151 Officer’s comments are: There are no financial implications arising from 
this recommendation.

5.4. EIA Comments:  Not applicable.  

5.5. Policy Framework:  Not applicable.



6. RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS

6.1. There are no resource requirements – in fact, having a single source of reference for the 
Council’s agreed position potentially saves time spent developing responses on a case 
by case basis.

7. HOW WILL THE PROPOSALS BE PROJECT MANAGED AND HOW ARE THE RISKS 
GOING TO BE MANAGED?

7.1. The Nuclear Position Statements have been reviewed and updated. The next annual 
review will be undertaken by the Nuclear & Energy Team in consultation with members 
of the Council’s Strategic Nuclear & Energy Board.

8. WHAT MEASURABLE OUTCOMES OR OUTPUTS WILL ARISE FROM THIS REPORT?

8.1. Not applicable.

APPENDIX A – Council Nuclear Position Statements


